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PNDL Syntax Diagrams

These diagrams attempt to be a reasonably full description of the syntax of Place Notation Description Language (PNDL). A “railway diagram” format was chosen for ease of understanding by non-technical readers.

As is usual in such diagrams, anything found in a box with square corners is defined further in another diagram, and anything in a box with rounded edges is not defined further. It would have been possible to drill down further, but I chose not to define separate diagrams for (for example) “Integer” or a “cross” (defined as “’X’, ‘x’. or ‘-‘) or for “Method Name”, which is simply text. Also, in the set of allowable characters for a “Place Made”, I have for simplicity’s sake omitted the fact that lower case letters may be used as well, or that in normal use in any one change, the characters used for a Place Made will usually be in the same order as in the defined set.

A departure from normal practice is the use of colour. The starting characters of commands are coloured green, indicating that the start of the command may be identified by those characters. Similarly, the characteristic end character of a section or command is coloured red. In addition, the square-cornered boxes that indicate further definition elsewhere in this document are coloured yellow.
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